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COMMUNITY KINDERGARTENS 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: I rise to say just a few words on community 
kindergartens. Members would be aware that over the past few months, I have asked quite a few questions about 
community kindergartens. As members would know, I and the Liberal opposition take the very strong view that 
community kindergartens have a place within our education system. We believe that they are an acceptable 
alternative to kindergartens based on school sites. There may be only a few remaining—at some point there were 
300-odd; I think it was when Hon Barbara Scott was president of the Community Kindergartens Association—but 
they are important. They are important to the families who choose to send their children to these kindergartens. 
Some of these kindergartens have been operating for more than 40 years and they mean something. They mean 
something to the families, the students and the communities of which they are a part. 

Over the past few months, in addition to asking questions in this place, I have visited many community 
kindergartens—there are a few in my electorate of East Metropolitan Region—and through that I have met  
many wonderful kindy kids, who made me do Play-doh, run around the playground and all those sorts of things. 
I have also met many equally committed and dedicated parents and teachers. I have met parents, such as Narelle 
at Mount Helena Community Kindergarten; Cristy and Richelle at Glen Forrest Community Kindergarten; and 
Jo Matthewson at Bullsbrook Community Kindergarten, whom many members know. I have also visited 
Spring Road Community Kindergarten in Kalamunda, Pineview Community Kindergarten and Byford Community 
Kindergarten. 

I want to acknowledge and thank the minister for giving exemptions to four community kindergartens that would 
otherwise have closed next year—Glen Forrest, Mount Helena, Kindaimanna and Byford Community 
Kindergartens. I recognise that the minister obviously sent a letter today to Kindaimanna to tell it that it will be 
exempt. Those parents and communities should not have been put under this stress in the first place. I do not accept 
that increasing the threshold from 10 to 16 students was or, indeed, is the right decision that has been taken by this 
government. Kindies that have small student numbers are equally effective as those that are larger. Importantly, 
I do not think it takes into account situations such as that at Mount Helena or Glen Forrest, where there is perhaps 
smaller population growth than in other areas. 

Today I am delighted to think that the remaining community kindies that operate in this state will be able to open 
next year. I am pleased that the minister has seen fit to give exemptions to those four community kindergartens 
that would otherwise have closed, particularly given that tomorrow is the end of term 3. In that way, all the parents 
and members of the community who are involved in these kindies have the assurance that next year those kindies 
will be able to open. Again, I recognise what the minister has done, but she should not have put the parents under 
the stress that she has by the decision that she has made. Nonetheless, an exemption has been given for next year 
and that is a good outcome for all these students. 
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